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Plan to stay out until late at night

New this year is screening of feature-length animation films every
night at 10 PM at the IDCYA Cultural and Artistic Creations Center. The
screenings will last until late in night. The Magic Ring (Roya Khashe'i),
Wonderful Songs from the Past (Marcel Yancowich), The Sun of Egypt ;,
(Behrouz Yaghmaian, Shahram Kharazmi) and Swept Away (Hayao
Miyazaki) are some of the films due to be shown at these sessions.

Guidance: A Necessity For
| ranian Animation

An interview with Mohammad-reza Karimi Saremi,
the 3'“time director of TIAF

2yearsago, you emphasized that the
Iranian animation isin real need of
support.How much support has been
attracted for thelranian animation in
thisperiod?

| felt that I ranian animationreally needs
support, because it was forgotten for
years. The amount of animation
productions was so low for 10 years, but
private and public sectors started paying
more attention to this field 2 years ago.
250 films have been produced in the last
18 months, though we are still in need of
support. On the other hand, the quality
of theforeignfilmspresent inthisyear’s
TIAF points to the fact that there is still
another important factor: guidance that
should be considered and reached for
from the point of view of education, so
we must open animation schools and
workshops. The center for the children
& adolescents’ development is trying
right now to open an animation workshop,
so that we can train animators when they
aredtill children.

How much doyou think our society
needsanimation?

Children and adolescents comprise a
greater part of the audiencefor animation,
and these youth make up 65% of the
Iranian population. They are potential
customers and ready to spend sometime
each day watching cartoons. So the
Iranian production is grinding to a
standstill as far as this audience is
concerned. We must keep the spectators,
andinvest on short and featurefilms. You
probably know that some of the greatest
box office successes in the world have
been animated films.

Why doyou think foreign animated
films turn out to be so successful in
comparison with thelranian ones?

an attractive story. The repetition
of the same rules and conventions may
be a reason for its success too. The
animators abroad know which
subjects are attractive and a source of
income, and they work on their
characters with these subjectsin mind.
The animation production has been
quantitatively increased in the last 4
years, but we haven't paid enough
attention to the quality. | think we
should pay more attention to the
screenplay, characters, atmosphere,
and Iranian settings. Several films
were produced this year with no
particular Iranian mood or atmosphere,
and this makes the audience confused.
We mustn’'t make an animation in
which only the titles are Iranian and
Farsi. We need research in the field of
story-telling. The plot development
and screenplay are so important in
animation, because the animated film
haslittle dialog, so it should be firmly
based on creditable literature. In my
opinion, the Iranian animators had
better utilize the rich mine of Persian
literature and make good Iranian
animations on its basis. A child likes
to see a cartoon, in the atmosphere of
which helives.

Doesthelranian literaturehavethe
potential for beinganimated and put on
the screen?

It has much potential! Why don’t we
use this source when large companies
abroad make animated filmsonitsbasis?
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Bruno Bozzetto'sM essageto
the3rd Tehran International
Animation Festival

Animation isagift

Bruno Bozzetto,
prominent Italian
animator, in an excl-
usive message on the
occasion of the 3rd
Tehran International
Animation Festival,
sent to its daily news-
letter, regards anim-
ationagiftinaworld of
increasing speed and
superfi-ciality.
Bozzetto, a world-
famous figure in the
field of animation and
one of the best-known animation artists
in Iran, states:

In a world running faster and faster,
where things are getting so superficial,
animation is a gift, because it gives us
the possibility to spend our time
studying carefully the things
surrounding us, to go deep inside the
characters we draw, to "think" and
observe life and movements. And we
learn alot from that.

The creator of filmssuch as Zigmunt,

AlphaOmega, Grasshoppers, Swimming
Pool, Pride, and self-Service, concludes
in the end of his statement: "Life is
movement and animation creates
movement. Thusanimation ISlife."
It is noteworthy that Bozzetto is 65
years old and has made more than a
hundred animation films. Due to the
importance of hisworks, aretrospective
of his films was organized in the first
edition of Tehran International
Animation Festival.




