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The 3rd Tehran International Animation Festival was opened yesterday
morning, 23 Feb. 2003 in the Kanoon’s Center Hall. Seyyed Hossein Vaziri,
the festival director, welcoming the artists and the audience, said, “In the

current century, the world is undergoing crucial changes, and in the midst of this
wholesome change the artists and thinkers are struggling with the aid of the divine
wings of art and reason to guide the wandering man toward illumination and
salvation. We founded this festival to create the right atmosphere for the artists to
be able to change the public attitude toward the art of animation, the combination
of fantasy and imagination.

“In contrast to the 1st edition of the festival where we tried to compensate for the
time lost, we got the opportunity in its 2nd edition to screen 284 films from Iran and
35 other countries in different sections and introduce TIAF to the world. And in the
present edition we have received 853 films from 52 countries that is a sign of the
high status of this festival in the world. On the whole, 377 films will be screened in
this year’s festival.” Having introduced the programs of this year’s festival, Vaziri
emphasized that the Kanoon was ready to cooperate with and support the animator
artists, and would try to prepare proper movie-theaters for animated works.

The opening ceremony of the 3rd TIAF ended with the screening of Father &
Daughter, the best film in the previous edition of the festival.

     WAX DOLLS WORKSHOP

One of the programs in this year’s TIAF is the wax dolls workshop
for the Kanoon’s instructors from around Iran. This workshop is a
continuation of the one for single frame cameras held and taught
in the 2nd festival by Erling Ericsson from Sweden. The workshop
held each day from 9 AM to 17.30 PM, local time, is supervised by
Abdollah Alimorad, the prominent Iranian animator and an expert
in wax animation who is also present in the 3rd TIAF with The
White-winged.

3rd TIAF OPENED
A World-famous Figure

 in the Third Festival
Bill Plimpton, world-famous animation

filmmaker, who is represented in the
International Competition section of the
Festival with his film Parking, has recently
ventured an interesting experience. For the
first time in the history of animation, the
public will now be able to watch an entire
animated feature, Hair High, being drawn
before their eyes, live on the internet.

Hair High is Plimpton's latest project.
The live video of Plimpton at work is
put on-line everyday between 10 am and
6 PM. This makes it possible for his fans
-- and anybody else -- to watch the
details of the production and creation
of a work of art with their own eyes.

Parking will be shown on Thursday,
February ---, at 7 PM, at the main hall of
the Festival. Do not miss it! 

400-million-dollar
Filmmaker at Festival
In the 3rd Tehran International Film

Festival, two of the films made by the
candidate of Academy Award for Best
Feature Animation in 2003 will be exhibited.
Japanese animation director Hayao
Miyazaki's Spirited Away is on the list of
candidates for 75th round of Academy
Awards (Oscars). This film is present in
the International Competition of our
Festival. Grossing 200 million dollars in
Japan and winning several international
prizes, Spirited Away is among the most
discussed animation films in world media.
It broke the 163-million-dollar record of
Prince Mononoke as the most popular
Japanese film and sold more than even
Titanic in Japanese market.

Both Spirited Away and Prince
Mononoke are due to be screened in
3rd Tehran International Film Festival. 

In the 3rd Festival, it has been arranged for the audience to
watch their selected films again at a special screening session. The
most popular films will be selected through a poll and will be shown
once more in the final day of the Festival. If anywhere in the program
of the Festival the heading "selected by audience" catches your
eye, do not hesitate to attend the screening; these are films that
have succeeded to attract a large number of people.W
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