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A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR
IRANIAN ANIMATION

The 3 editions of the Tehran International Animation Festival have been
held so far with the extensive support of The Institute for The Intellectual
Development of Children & Young Adults, and this organization can be

regarded as the most important official organizer in the field of animation in Iran.
About the future programs of this institute in the field of animation, Mohsen Chini-
foroushan, the IIDCYA director, said, “The thing that plays the most important
role in the development of animation is to prepare the proper context and ground
for the animation to be watched in society and regarded as necessary by people.
And also the artists should be supported, so that they can produce their works with
fewer problems. First we should specify a certain time for screening the animated
works in movie theaters, and then use small theaters for this purpose. At present
the Institute has at its disposal some small 150-seat theaters around the country,
and is ready to screen animated works in them. In future, when the proper cultural
context is prepared, we can construct some special movie theaters for animation
around the country.”

On the future programs of Tehran Animation Festival, he said, “We hope to be
able to hold the festival in provincial towns as well as in Tehran from the next
edition of the festival onwards, and add an international film market to it.”

How did you manage the executive
affairs of this year’s festival?

If this festival was only an administrative
activity, it wouldn’t possibly be executed
like it is today. All the persons involved in
this festival love their work and regard it
as something connected to their heart and
soul, otherwise it would be almost
impossible to run this festival due to its
scope and the present problems. Any
responsible person here, from the Kanoon
managing director to the other members of
the festival board, tolerated the pressures
and was sensitive to every bit of detail in
the festival, so that it is held with the best
possible results.

What is the overall opinion outside the
board about this sensitivity?

I think the people outside the board have
also become conscious of our attitude
toward the festival and of the problems we

face in accomplishing it. But at the same
time we are conscious of our faults and
flaws, and try to eliminate them, so I think
the festival has been adequately done so far.

When and with how many personnel
did you begin the preparatory work for
this year’s festival?

We began the preparations in May 2002
with 4 employees, and our main activities
started in the following August. Now that
the festival is on, about 200 employees are
active in different sections of the festival.

How have the foreign animators
received and responded to this festival?

Although we tried hard to get more and
more works, we got really amazed when we
received so many prominent films. That is
why I think the best title for this festival
could be the festival of festivals, because
most of the films have also been present in
other international festivals.

Does the presence of the films in
important festivals have an influence on
your selection for Tehran festival?

We never give any information about their
presence in other festivals to the selection
board, because we believe that an
international festival should be independent
and not influenced by a film’s selection in
other festivals. The films, even the winners
of the other festivals, must be valuable in
themselves.

Which part of the festival have you
been most sensitive to?

The part that we have been most sensitive
about is information. The extent of the
information in the festival catalog and its
present condition shows that it is closer to
the standards of international festivals than
the other domestic festivals. This is also the
case with the festival website that can be a
true criterion for the festival itself.

“FESTIVAL OF FESTIVALS”
AN INTERVIEW WITH AMIR LOTFIAN, EXECUTIVE

DIRECTOR OF 3RD TIAF

ASIFA SPECIAL PRIZE
The jury of the Iranian ASIFA composed of 7 ASIFA members,

Vajihollah Fard Moqaddam, Hamid-reza Pour-deilami, Mehrdad
Sheikhan, Ravan-bakhsh Sadeghi, Mahin Javaherian, Kamyab
Darvishi, and Hossein Moradi-zad, will choose the best films in
the 3rd TIAF from among the 53 films present in the Iranian
Competition section, and will award them the ASIFA special prize
in the closing ceremony of the festival.

3RD TIAF IN
MEDIA

The Iranian press has received the 3rd

Tehran Animation Festival with open
arms, and the festival news, including
the presence of animated works
nominated for the Academy Award this
year and the messages to the 3rd TIAF
of prominent figures in the world of
animation like Bruno Bozzetto, have
been published so far in different
papers and periodicals. Different IRIB
channels have also extensively covered
this festival in reportages and
interviews.


